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STARIN GENEALOGY. 
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Nicholas Ster, the founder of the Starin family 
in -\merica, was born on the borders of the Zuyder-Zee 
in the Province of Guelderland, Holland, in 1663. 
Thirty-three years later, accompanied by his second 
wife and their three children, and also by his three 
children by his first wife, he came over to America 
in one of the “Dutch West India ships, landing at 
New Amsterdam (New York) in 1696, during the ad- 
ministration of Governor Fletcher. 

It would appear that he brought with him some 
means of his own, since we find him, soon after his 
arrival, settled at ort Orange (Albany, N. Y.) and 
engaging in an extensive and lucrative trade with the 
Indians. In 1705, taking advantage of the liberal 
offers of Queen Anne to Protestant settlers, he re- 
moved to that section of New York State which is 
now known as the ‘ German Flats.” * His reasons for 
selecting this locality in which to lay the foundation 
of the future prosperity of his family are indicative 


"German Flats was founded as a district of Tryon Co., March 27, 1772, 
although its Patent is dated April 30, 1725. Its name was ex¢ hanged with 
the Kingsland district, March 7, 1788. Frankfort, Litchfield and Warren 
were taken off in 1796, and a portion of Little Falls in 1829. It lies upon 
the south bank of the Mohawk, south of the center of Herkimer county. 


A fine intervale extends along that river, and from the surface gradually 
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of the shrewdness which has always characterized his 
descendants. This portion of the country had al- 
ready, even at that day, become famous throughout 
the American Colonies for its fertility. Its fruitful 
soil at t feet in 


depth, requiring no fertilizers as incentives to pro- 


time was from tifteen to twenty 


x 


Guetion ; the eminences, which bounded the low 


grounds, possessed the same soil, and their summits 


Were crowned —as many of them are still — with rich 
} et 7 i | Bi aes 
and beautiful meadows. The staple commodity was 


ea 
wieat; but maize (Indian corn), buckwheat, potatoes 
-—then just introduced from South America— 
melons and various other delicious fruits 
also successfully cultivated. 


ae Lal 


were 


LLC WISE 


The harvest. 


uncommonly plentiful, and, withal, easily and 


cic ita 


1 = ) : = ‘ - +} _ a = EF 
housed —an advantage, in those days of 


S 
frequent Indian alarms, not to be overlooked, the 


fo + > ry royyyrar yh 2 av = 7s) Bas St Lhe ==) 
v of elds, moreover, the expanse of the banks 
ft the Mohawk, and the swelling hills and mountains. 
sa ee Satine tee 1 Soa felis ees 1 
offered a deliohtful anc Ex ated prospect. ance fo 
n ike Nicholas Ster, accustomed to the monoto- 
1 ! ] pi eters ' Tat os 
VOUSE TOW IANS TOL HWS matiwe Pel lame in acreeable 
st - +1 ra . 5 PS + r a | re a 
chan@e that was not withon 5 Charms > wile: ta 
1ddition to all this w fevers the typhoid type —— 


so dreaded by the early settler — were in thts part of 
; ; 9 ; 7 
te COUNtTrY almost uninown. All t 1€se advantawes 
ret i i eRe laeeiiies = ) H : 

were quickly perceived by N Has Sheela valiovaly aks lovee 
. ] e. 1 

fore stated, they led him to select this place as a per- 
rises to a heysht ci three hundred or fe Yunid feet, and spreads out 
into an undulating ipland. The valley of Eulmer Creck divides th upland 
into nearly equal parts. Among the organ CLy-twe aventees of the 
Patent of German Fla were VWiairy b Siang, fohan Adam Staring 
frederick Starin, hannes Walden Stas, Nienolas St wing Joseph Star- 
ing and John Valden staring, | 
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ee ea 

u manent residence, The manner, also, in which his 

A family throve, sufficiently attests his discrimination 

EF and discernment, es 
Soon after his arrival in the Mohawk Valley, he 

j chanzed his Dutch surname, S¢ev (Star), to the Ger- 
a man, Sverm (a word having the same signification in 

that language), and a few years later to that of Star- 

| Ing or Starin, though the last two names have con- 


tinued to be used interchangeably by the family 
a down to the present generation. He was married 
twice ‘Mis first wife died in Holland, and his second 


at Gegmanm i lats, N,V le survived both his wives 
for many years, dying at German Flats in Oy, Bye 
the patriarchal age of ninety-six, 
i, : 
CHILDREN : 
By first MANTUA. 
2. FREDERICK, b. in Holland. 
3. VALENTINE, b, in Holland. 
4- ADAM, b. in Holland, 
Fi CHILDREN: 
P By second NAV ALE. 
5. Josepn, b. in Holland. 
6. Tunis, b. in Holland, 
fi (oO MMMERING lb simallollane: 
iH o: MARGARET: be Bort Orange, N. Y., 1698. 
4 g. Evizasern, b. Fort Orange NY. 700, 
fc 10. Rickert, b. Fort Orange, N. Y,, Tor 
II. SHERVICE, or, SERVICE, b. German I"lats, N, No 
fs 1705. 
i 12, Eve, b. German PlatseiN Var 1708. 
fs 
i 
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STARIN GENEALOGY. 
13.) Nremorss) by 1712: 
ihe le WSK AUEWy Le, F702 sane (a) 
Lehizabeth Ie-vertson ; (2) Elizabeth Simmons, 
Ws (GaontiNcse, Ib, (Germann Iles ING Nae, yan 


MEMORANDA. 

Among the fellow voyagers of Nicholas Ster on 
his passage to :\merica, was a certain Stephen Frank, 
who also brought with him his family. The latter, a 
few years after his arrival, on receiving a letter from 
Holland, went back to his fatherland, and returned 
with a large amount of money to which he had fallen 
heir, On his return, he informed Nicholas Ster that 
he, also, had become heir to an extensive estate which 
would be delivered up to none other than himself. 
Nicholas, however, replied that he “already had 
money and land enough. and would not cross the 
‘Great Water’ again for that purpose,” a resolution 
to which he ever afterward adhered. — Letter to the 
author from Miss Jane inn Startn of Hinsdale, Ill. 

they Starm and Wrank famulres) as. will appear 
later on, afterward intermarried. 


3 3 
Valentine Staring, son of Nicholas (1), by his 
first wife, was born in the Province of Guelderland, 
Holland, in the latter part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury and was brought to -\merica by his father and 
step-mother. He lived to be nearly 100 years of 
age. ; 
CHILDREN : 
16. VALENTINE, b. about 1728. 
17. Henry, b. about 1730. 
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Revolutionary War, when, like so many other mem- 
bers of the Starin family, he enlisted as a private in 
the 2d Ulster County Regiment, Col. Bellinger com- 
manding, Tlis death was particularly sad. On the 
17th of July, 1782, a party of six hundred Indians and 
Tories entered the town of German Flats, and de- 
stroyed nearly the entire settlement, tomahawking 
all of the inhabitants who had not had the good for- 
tune to escape to the fort or block-house. Among 
the latter was Valentine Staring, who was captured 
and tortured to death, within hearing of the garrison 
of the fort, who were too feeble to attempt his res- 
cue: 
Gimp 
Bon WGN bee 


; 17 

Henry Staring, son of Valentine (3), was born 
at New Germantown, N. Y., about the WERE 1WZO. 
He was avery tall, stout, athletic man, and, like his 
uncle, “Old Adam Staring,” was once captured by the 
Indians but contrived to escape. The Indians stood 
in no little awe of him: and it is handed down in 
oral family tradition, that “nature had given him the 
faculty of ‘looking sour ;’ and that when he fixed his 
eye onan Indian he made him wince!” Indeed, it 
is said that even his neichhbors at times quailed under 
his assumed ferocious look: He also served, during 
the war,as captain of a company in Col. Bellinger’s 
regiment, which formed a part of the 4th Battalion 
of the Tryon County Militia —a regiment composed 
chiefly of the inhabitants of the German Flats and 
Kingsland districts. He was twice married. 
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Cir DE: 
By first marriage. 


Qi, ANON IOS WSS, 


GmiLpREN: 
Py sccond marriage. 
32. A boy. ) Both grew to manhood and emigrated 
33. A boy. ) to Canada, where all trace of them has 
been lost. 
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Heinrich Staring (or Henri, as he often wrote his 
name), son of Adam (4), was born about 1730, at 
Schuyler, in Montgomery county, N. Y., which, at that 
time, included the present counties of Herkimer, 
Oneida, Madison, Oswego, Lewis, Jefferson and St. 
Lawrence. Like his uncle, Nicholas (13), he was a 
militia officer at the beginning of the Revolutionary 


co) 


War, and was present—as the Roster of the Tryon 
County Militia, still preserved, shows — with the rank 
of colonel, at the bloody and hard-conteste.l battle of 
Oriskany ; from which time, he continued to hold that 
rank in the Tryon County Militia until the close 
of the war. His residence was on the remote or 
western verge of the settlement of German Flats, 
about midway between Fort Dayton and the Fort 
Schuyler vof the French War and near the small 
stream called “ Staring’s Creek,” on which there was 
a small grist-mill, burned by the French and Indians 
in 1757; and which, being rebuilt, was again destroyed 
during the Revolution. Ile was a man of thrift, and 


* Now the site of Utica, N. Y. 
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“The charm of Christmas lies 
in the thought that we live 
in the memory of our friends.” 


“Merry Phristmas 


and Happy New Mear 
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